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stagnant ones, will have laws providing for this reasonable
standard. The education of public opinion must continue, but
inasmuch as the process is slow the abolition of child labor in
certain sections seems unlikely to be brought about by the leg-
islatures of those States, and since the Keating-Owen Act has
been declared unconstitutional there seems to be no device by
which this reproach to our country can be removed except that
of taxing child labor out of existence. This method is em-
bodied in an amendment to the Federal revenue bill, which
would impose a tax of 10 per cent on all goods made by
children.

Probably the foregoing proposals comprise everything that
is likely to have practical value in a program of immediate
social reconstruction for America. Substantially all of these
methods, laws, and recommendations have been recognized in
principle by the United States during the war, or have been
indorsed by important social and industrial groups and organ-
izations. Therefore they are objects that we can set before
the people with good hope of obtaining a sympathetic and
practical response. Were they all realized a great step would
have been taken in the direction of social justice. When they
are all put into operation the way will be easy and obvious
to still greater and more beneficial results.

Ultimate and Fundamental Reforms

Despite the practical and immediate character of the pres-
ent statement, we can not entirely neglect the question of ulti-
mate aims and n systematic program; for other groups are
busy issuing such systematic pronouncements, and we will all
need something of the kind as a philosophical foundation and
as a satisfaction to our natural desire for comprehensive state-
ments.

It seeim clear that the present industrial system is destined
to last for a long time in its main outlines. That is to say,
private ownership of capital is not likely to be supplanted by a
collectivist organization of industry at a date sufficiently near
to justify any present action based on the hypothesis of its
arrival. This forecast we recognize as not only, extremely
probable but as highly desirable; for, other objections apart,
wrttaiiattt would iwean bureaucracy, political tyranny, the help-
lftsttte$s of the individual as a factor in the ordering of his
own life, and in general social inefficiency and decadence.